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Report on the need for Grass Seed for the coming season 
 

 We need to buy grass seed in order to over seed the pitches.  
 Over seeding is essential to replace grass lost over the winter as a result of being 

torn out/worn away due to football. It is also important to improve the Outfield for 
the Cricket players, and for aesthetic reasons (bare areas don't look good). 

 It is important to continually add new grass plants to playing areas, old grass plants 
do not withstand the wear of play, nor recover as quickly, as young grass plants.  

 Not over-seeding will lead to a gradual decline in the quality of the playing surface, 
and a proliferation of weeds in the bare areas.  

 The over seeding and vertidraining operations are the minimum requirements to 
maintain the football pitches and outfield to a basic standard as defined by the IOG.  

 We did not have to buy any seed last year, as we had enough left from the previous 
year to seed the areas that required treatment.  

 It is generally inadvisable to store grass seed for long, as it loses its viability at a rate 
of about 50% per year. 

 
In previous years the contractor has used a dimple seeder to plant the seed, which 
makes lots of small holes in the ground and then drops the seed into those holes, 
which has proven to be quite effective.  We are advised that the County Machine 
Bank Project have purchased a new seeder for this season, called a disc seeder. This 
will work by making a continuous slit in the soil, into which the seed is delivered by 
tubes from a hopper. The slits are then closed over, preventing the seed from being 
washed out by rain or eaten by birds. It also prevents the seed from drying out. This 
machine should improve germination rates thus creating a better surface for play 
next season.  

 

 

  
 
Tuesday, 31 March 2015 
 


